
The end of the 2002-03 school year brings with it the need to say good-bye to three extraordinarily 
talented teachers. Sunny Grodberg (7th grade mathematics), Bob Maloney (8th grade 
mathematics), and Ann Sculco (6th grade mathematics) will be retiring. Mrs. Grodberg, Mr. 
Maloney, and Mrs. Sculco represent the very best of the profession. We will miss their intelligence, 
skills, commitment, creativity, and dedication. 

The “Eighth Grade Moving On Ceremony” will be held in the auditorium on Thursday, June 19 at 
1:15 p.m. June 20 marks the last day that our 250 eighth graders will be students at Brown Middle 

School. We look forward to following all of your accomplishments in high school. This year, we bid a fond farewell to many 
families who are graduating from Brown along with their eighth grader. We will miss your involvement and support. It is a 
pleasure to welcome you as Brown Alumni.  

Please mark the following dates on your calendar: School will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 20. Additionally, 
the Newton School Committee has voted to establish Thursday, September 4 as the first day of school for the 2003-2004 
school year. The Brown Back-to-School Night is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, September 25.  

John Jordan  
John_Jordan@newton.mec.edu  

To our Fellow Brown Community Members: 

Doesn’t it feel like the end of the year is upon us? The events at and around school certainly support that feeling! This past 
week we were so proud of our children and the supporting Music Department faculty, as we enjoyed the Spring Concert 
performances. Once again, we’d like to thank Carlton Doctor, Tom Sheppard, Pat Freysinger, Matt Rosenthal, and Caleb 
Cutler, for their hard work and success in providing the music programs our children so enjoy.  

We look forward to more performances and events in the coming month:  

l “Audience Participation,” a play produced by Brown students with the assistance of Ken Buswell will be performed 
on June 2, 3, and 5, at 7 pm. See details below.  

l The Brown Improv Show will be performed on Monday, June 9th, from 3:15 – 5:00 pm Parents (especially those 
with children in the show) are welcome to attend.  

l The Brown Talent Show will have 2 performances during the school day on Friday, June 13th. Sorry, but due to 
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Monday 2 "Audience Participation", 7:00 p.m. [Also, Tuesday June 3 and 
Thursday June 5] 

Friday 6 Step up Day: 5 th grade students visit Brown; 6 th graders have 
11:30 a.m. dismissal; 8th graders visit high schools 

Saturday 7 8th grade dance / graduation party, 6:30-10 p.m. 
Monday 9 EEE Improv Show, 3:15 - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday 13 METCO Awards Ceremony, Newton North H.S., 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday 19 "Moving On" ceremony, 8th grade students and parents, 1:15 

p.m. 
Friday 20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!!! - Canobie Lake Park Trip, 3 p.m. 

dismissal 

Thursday 4 First day of 2003-2004 School Year 

  
Archives 

  
Voice Mail 

 
PDF Version 

  

Triple "E" 

From the Principal

From the PTO



space limitations, parents may not attend.  

Planning for the Eighth Grade Luau Party on Saturday, June 7th is progressing well. We are still looking for 
parents/guardians of 6th and 7th graders to help with running the activities and serving food. This is a good chance to get 

an insider’s view of what’s involved in putting on the 8th grade party for future years. If you would like to help, please 
contact beth_sampson@newton.mec.edu . 

By now, you may have heard that on June 20th, the last day of school, all students and teachers will be going to Canobie 
Lake Park. This promises to be a very special and fun way for the entire school community to spend the last day of school, 
and we know the kids are looking forward to it. You will be receiving more information about this trip soon.  

Ellie Nelson (617-527-5225) Steve Hamilton (617 -527-2954)  
PTO Co-Presidents, brownpto@brownpto.org  

Brown PTO Creative Arts and Sciences Committee 

The Committee is proud to present adventurer, mountain climber, naturalist, photographer, and writer Rob Taylor, on 

Monday, June 2nd, to our 7th and 8th grade students. Rob recounts his exploration and near fatal accident in the wilds of 
Tanzania, East Africa in a program entitled, "The Breach". Using breath-taking slides throughout, his story unfolds as he 
and his partner set out to scale a route that had never been climbed on the tallest mountain in Africa and the largest 
volcano in the world, Kilimanjaro. Through the unraveling of this adventure, he examines a wide variety of life's challenges, 
values and questions. The messages in this program include the importance of self-reliance and self esteem, standing up 
to peer pressure, good decision making, believing in oneself, the importance of team work, friendship, accepting 
responsibility and preserving nature. He has also written a book recounting this harrowing experience, which is entitled, 
The Breach. If you have any questions about this program, please contact Kelly Petracca, Lucy Eysenbach or Laurie Strair 
for more information. 

Brown Theater eXperience: 

Tickets are available for "Audience Participation", a play in one act presented by Brown Theater eXperience, featuring: 
Martha Adams-Cooper, Greg Barrett, David Fisher, Lily Lewis-McNeil, Max Lorn-Kraus, Jessica Nurse, Tyler Patterson, Tess 
Primack, Maya Reisz, David Shames, Nicole Tennermann, Allison Vanderburg, and Katie Wood. 

From the director: I'd prefer not to say too much about the play - it might be about kids, parents, knock -knock jokes, 
falling asleep in class and being grounded (but then again...). The kids have done a great job and the performances are 
going to be fantastic. This is going to be something special -I think this will be an experience that will be remembered for 
quite a while. Due to the set-up of the show, there are only 60 seats available for each night. To reserve tickets, email Ken 
Buswell at kenneth_buswell@newton.mec.edu. In your email, state the date you wish to attend and how many tickets you 
would like. You will receive a confirmation email back. You may also call 617.552.7524 x1309 and leave the same 
information along with your phone number, OR leave a note in my box. Tickets are $5. Money will be collected at the door. 
Because of the nature of the play, Audience Participation is not recommended for children under 10 years of age. All 
money from the ticket sales will be used to get safety cables for the lights and a new light board. 

Newton Public Schools Online: 2002-2003 Middle School and High School Profiles have just been posted on NPS Online. The CRISIS 
CENTER has also been redesigned to give easy access to important preparedness resources, including the City's Emergency 
Preparedness Pamphlet. See "What's New" on NPS Online at www.newtonpublicschools.com: (see right-hand column) for easy access 
to these postings.  

BOOK GROUPS NEEDED TO “STEP UP & READ”: The Second Step, the Newton-based provider of long-term transitional housing 
and support services for survivors of domestic violence and their children, is asking book clubs and individuals from around Boston to 
read I Close My Eyes  by Michele Weldon for their September 2003 book club selection. This enlightening autobiography tells the story of 
violence in a twelve-year marriage between two highly successful well-respected people. These readers are invited to come hear Ms. 
Weldon on Thursday, October 9 th, 2003 at 7:30 pm at the Rashi School in Newton. Tickets for “Step Up and Read” are $20. For $50, 
attendees can attend a 6:30 pm, pre-event supper with the author and receive a ticket to the event. For more information, contact Leanna 
Varga at The Second Step, 617-965-2026 or lvarga@secondstep.org.  
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One Newton One Book: The Friends of the Newton Free Library are pleased to announce Newton¹s second annual community reading 
event, One Newton One Book 2003. This year¹s book selection is The Quiet American by Graham Greene. Join fellow members of the 
Newton community for book discussions and other events during the week of October 20, 2003. We are asking Newton book clubs to 
consider choosing The Quiet American between now and October and to partner with us for this community-wide event. If you would like 
more information, please email: onenewton_onebook@yahoo.com.  

Call for Newton Crafters, Volunteers, and Raffle/auction donors: We are seeking crafters and gift vendors, volunteers, and 
raffle/auction prizes from the Newton community for the second annual: Celebrate Newton! Holiday Arts and Crafts Festival. This is a 
city-wide community-builder and fundraiser for the schools. This year's event will take place in the brand-new Newton South cafeteria on 
Sunday, December 7th from 10 am - 4 pm. Holiday shopping, onsite craft projects, raffle/auction, bake sale and live music! Interested 
crafters and vendors should contact Sara at saracoen3@aol.com or at 617-558-3695. Interested volunteers or raffle/auction donors 
should contact Jamie Chaloff at purplecow2@rcn.com or at 617-332-0684.  

Newton Schools Foundation’s “HONOR THY TEACHER” Campaign Begins. The Newton Schools Foundation is pleased to 
announce the launch of its sixth annual “Honor Thy Teacher” fundraising campaign for its grants programs to the Newton Public Schools. 
This campaign enables parents and students to donate to the Foundation in honor of a teacher or administrator who has had a profound 
impact on the student’s life, as a way of saying “thank you” to the fine faculty of the Newton Public Schools. In 2002, the Foundation was 
able to raise more than $25,000 in response to this appeal and honored more than 450 teachers citywide. These monies were used in 
support of the Foundation’s 2003-2004 grants to teachers to enhance the curriculum. In early September 2003, the Foundation will place 
a half-page ad in the TAB to recognize all the teachers honored in this program. For more information, please contact NSF at 617 -559-
6120.  

NEWTON GARDEN TOUR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - JUNE 7! Do you like flowers and gardens? Fresh air? We need volunteers to 
help in the 20 show gardens on our June 7 Newton Garden Tour. The tour is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We have 2 shifts available - let 
us know if you prefer morning or afternoon. No knowledge of plants is necessary -- just a smile and about 3 hours of your time! You'll 
help check admission tickets and direct people through the gardens. In return, you'll receive an exclusive Newton Garden Tour t-shirt 
(scoop neck for women, standard for men) and the opportunity to see some of Newton's loveliest gardens at no charge. If you're 
interested, please contact Margaret Ford, Newton Garden Tour Committee, at 617-964-0606 or e-mail: margford@yahoo.com. We'll be 
meeting on May 27th at 7 p.m. at City Hall, Room 202 with all the information you need! If you can't make or miss the meeting please 
contact Margaret. It is never too late to volunteer. Proceeds benefit the Newton Pride Beautification Projects of the city. 

Brookline Japan Camp at Newbury College:  Japan camp is a two-week day camp at Newbury College in Brookline, July 28- August 11,2003. In the 
camp, students learn about Japanese culture in the morning by participating in a variety of workshops on arts and crafts, origami, calligraphy, martial 
arts, cuisine and popular culture. In the afternoon, they go on fun field trips with a group of Japanese students. A group of students from Osaka, Japan 
also join the camp. For any local family who hosts one of the visiting Japanese students during the camp, one of their children may attend Japan Camp 
for Free! For more information, call (617) 696 2081 or check the website: www.Japancamp.com. Japan Camp is organized by American Learning, 
Inc. a non-profit organization- 501C-3  

MATH TUTOR: available for summer and fall. Harvard Extension School student with math/ science background will tutor elementary and middle 
school students. Very experienced, excellent parent references (including Newton parents) Call: Oliver at (617) 212-6984.  

SUMMER/FALL TUTORING:  Brookline teacher, 20+ years experience, will tutor middle, high school, and elementary school students in English, 
reading/writing, math, study, and organizational skills. Test prep and reading assessments. Reinforce skills, build confidence. Professional and parent 
references. Call: Cynthia at (617) 489-2378.  

The Drama Training Institute of Newton: For the past eight summers, The Drama Training Institute of Newton, run by Gary Elliott, former Director 
of Theater at Newton North High School, and Donna Glick, Director of Education at the Huntington Theatre of Boston, has been helping middle and 
high school students improve their theatrical skills and broaden their theatrical experiences by providing performance opportunities in comedy, drama 
and musical theatre in a highly supportive, nurturing environment run by top-notch directors and workshop leaders. If you love the theatre, this is a 
program you should definitely look into. It has been a consistently rewarding experience for hundreds of students over the past eight summers. 
Registration information is in the Newton Summer School brochure or by calling 617-552-7476. You may also contact Gary Elliott at 
lovegaryandchris@msn.com or at 617-552-7435 or 508-485-6493.  

The Institute will present two separate but interlocking programs: 9 AM-3 PM Monday-Friday, June 24-July 26, Comedy and Drama, Tuition: $850. 3 
PM-9 PM Monday-Friday, June 24-August 2, Musical Theatre, Tuition: $950. 9 AM-3 PM sessions will include workshops by theatre professionals on 
many aspects of theatre and will be open to students in both programs.  

Burr Cooperative Nursery School is now accepting applications for the 2003-2004 school year. BCNS is a small cooperative preschool in Auburndale 
with a strong emphasis on fostering the developmental growth of each individual child through learning, playing and interacting as a group, and 
empowering children to feel increasingly confident in their ever -widening world. For more information on three, four, and five-day programs for 
children ages three to five, or to arrange a visit to the school, please contact Anne Douglass, Ed. M., Director at 617-332-0886.  

Correction for Plugged In Teen Band Program Concert:  The ticket price for the Plugged In Teen Band Program benefit concert for Seeds of Peace 
on Saturday, June 7th was listed incorrectly in the last newsletter. The correct price for tickets to this event is $12 for adults and $7 for children. For 
more information or to purchase tickets, please call 781-956-4281.  
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